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WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER 
 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS CONVERSATION 
 

GROUND RULES FOR THE CONVERSATION 

● We expect to disagree - that is how we grow 

● We encourage everyone to speak up 

● Test what you read against Scripture (Acts 17:11) 

● When you read the book, it benefits the church 

● Join the Facebook discussion group at www.facebook.com/groups/brokechurch/ 
 

 

HOLY DISCONTENT 

● What is Holy Discontent? (p. xxiv & p. 11) 

● Discussion: How can you tell the difference between Holy Discontent and Unholy 

Discontent? 

● Discussion: Do you notice any possible signs of Holy Discontent in yourself? How do 

those signs show up? 

 

BEARING FRUIT (JOHN 15:1-5) 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no 

fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You 

are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in 

you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 

unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, 

you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” 
 

● Discussion: The author writes, “Your church will never do what God wants your church 

to do unless the people become who God wants them to be.” (p. 1)  

Do you agree with this statement? Why, or why not? 

 



 

THE STATE OF HEART OF THE SHEPHERD 

● Discussion: What signs do you typically look for to assess whether a church is 

successful? (e.g. attendance, small group ministry, size of staff, number of ministries, 

condition of building, mission work, worship experience, etc.) 

● Discussion: “Increased mission and ministry results are not attached to a program. 

Results are tied to individual spiritual growth of Christians in the church.” (p. 20) 

What indicators would you look for to assess the spiritual health of a church? 

● Discussion: John 15:2b reads, “every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will 

be even more fruitful.” What would your response be if someone said: “I believe Heart 

of the Shepherd has been undergoing a season of pruning.” 

 

THE ROLE OF RELATIONSHIPS 

“Christianity does not spread through sermons, Bible classes, programs, and activities. It 

spreads relationally, through contagious Christians - carriers of Kingdom DNA.” (p. 25) 
 

● Discussion: What relationship caused your faith to grow the most? 

● Discussion: How many new relationships have you formed at Heart of the Shepherd in 

the last 2 years? 

 

THE HOLY INFECTIOUS CENTER 

“The local church is a holy infectious center. Christians get spiritually reinfected every seven 

days. It is also the source for strategy: Every seven days, you learn how to get better at infecting 

others. It is the environment to catch Kingdom culture. You are equipped to grow infectious 

DNA in those you are discipling.” (p. 26) 
 

● Discussion: Have you ever thought about church this way? Does any part of this 

description line up with your experience at Heart of the Shepherd? In what ways does 

your experience fall short of this vision for the church as holy infectious center? 

● Discussion: Dream a little. What would need to change in order to cause your 

experience at Heart of the Shepherd to match up with this vision for church? 

 

OPEN FLOOR FOR QUESTIONS & COMMENTS 
 

CLOSING PRAYER  


